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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-364
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: May 24, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: May 26, 2016
Type of Action: Appropriation; approval of legal settlement
Bill Summary: The bill approves a legal settlement agreement and appropriates $114,000 from the General Fund – GSD Fund Balance account to the Office of General Counsel’s Judgements, Claims and Losses over $50,000 account to pay the legal fee settlement costs arising from the case of Frank Denton v. Mayor Alvin Brown, the City of Jacksonville and the Jacksonville Police and Fire Pension Fund Board of Trustees.
Background Information: The legal fees arise from the lawsuit filed by Mr. Denton, Editor of the Florida Times-Union, against the City and the Police and Fire Pension Fund Board of Trustees alleging that the parties negotiated certain pension plan benefits outside of properly noticed public meetings in violation of the Florida Government in the Sunshine Act. The court found for the plaintiff, the First District Court of Appeal upheld that finding, and the Florida Supreme Court denied a motion by the PFPF Board to hear the case on appeal. Mr. Denton has since filed a claim for attorney’s fees and litigation costs and the parties have negotiated a settlement agreement in the amount of $114,000 from the City, subject to City Council approval and the appropriation of the funds for the settlement, and $156,000 from the Police and Fire Pension Fund Board of Trustees. This bill approves the settlement of the Denton case and appropriates the City’s $114,000 from the General Fund/GSD Fund Balance account. In addition to approval of the settlement of the case itself, City Council approval is required for a legal settlement exceeding $50,000.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: The bill $114,000 from the General Fund – GSD Fund Balance account to the Office of General Counsel’s Judgements, Claims and Losses over $50,000 account.
Analyst: Clements
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